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Union Station Expansion Program – Third St Viaduct 

Columbus Dispatch Articles 

1927, 1930 

 

 
Photo from the Columbus Metropolitan Library – Columbus Dispatch Collection – 1934 

At the very top of the photo is the Fourth Street viaduct, which crosses the many 
railroad tracks on the east side of the station complex. The planners and the public 
hoped that a Third Street Viaduct would be added. It would relieve traffic congestion on 
the Fourth Street Viaduct and provide an additional connection to the station. 

The Third Street Viaduct would not make the cut.  It would take until circa 1960 to be 
constructed.  
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RAILROADS FIGHT VIADUCT PROJECT, PROMOTERS SAY 

-----------  

Against the Proposal Because  

They Must Pay Greater Share, Committee Says. 

-----------  

ARGUMENTS ARE CITED 

-----------  

Report of Planning Commission Pointed to, 

Establishing Need of Change. 

-----------  

(Columbus Evening Dispatch, October 30, 1927) 

        The committee of 101 civic leaders promoting the viaduct issue issued a statement 
Saturday in which it declares opposition to the Third street viaduct and Summit street 
extension is sponsored by the railroads. 

        “There is only one source of organized opposition to the Third street viaduct and 
summit street extension, and that is the railroads entering the Union station.  The 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad has opened fire, and if there are any of the railroads which 
are against the project, now is the time for them to declare themselves,” the statement 
says. 

        “The reason why the railroads are against the viaduct is easy to see.  The courts 
have ruled that they must bear 65 percent of the cost of that part of the viaduct above 
their tracks.  With them, opposition is the result of selfishness.  They do not want to pay 
their share of something which will benefit all Columbus. 

PRESENT ARGUMENTS. 

        “Here are the arguments which the railroads will put forth in one manner or 
another.  They will say Columbus does not need the viaduct.  As against that we have 
the findings of our city planning commission, composed of able men with the best 
interest of our citizens in mind.  Their traffic survey makes the building of the Third street 
viaduct a prime requisite. 

        “Then the railroads will put out the propaganda that the cost of the issue will not 
build the viaduct.  Again, we have an answer for them from a good Columbus authority, 
City Engineer Simpson, who has been working on the project of the viaduct for 17 
years and says the viaduct can certainly be erected for the price named in the issue. 

        “Another argument the railroads will make is that the Union station is going to be 
moved, and so no viaduct will be needed.  Suppose the station is moved.  The tracks 
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will still be there, and the centers of business and population still will remain the same.  
But the station is not going to be moved, at least not soon.  The state must abandon the 
present penitentiary before there can be a new Union station. And that does not seem 
an early probability. 

DENY HARDSHIPS TO RESULT 

        “The railroads also will try to give the impression that building this viaduct will work 
a great hardship on the taxpayer.  Its cost will be trifling compared with the benefits 
received, and it will free more than $1,000,000 to swell Columbus payrolls.  
Furthermore, appreciation of property along its route in its first few years will yield an 
increase to the tax duplicate far in excess of its cost. 

        “Shippers of Columbus and persons entering and leaving the Union station are 
daily being inconvenienced and delayed so that the loss of time, money and human 
energy is appalling. The viaduct and the Union station entrance would relieve all this 
automatically. 

        “The first shot from the railroads comes through the so-called ‘Tax-Pay-er’ 
association, which draws its leaders from the Hilltop sewer association, and which is 
viciously attacking the Third street viaduct.  Two large billboards near the Union station 
carry the sentiments of this organization.  There also has been issued a sheet headed 
‘Don’t be a Goat.’  This is all railroad propaganda, and there will be more. 

        “This is a plain case of great corporations against the people.  These railroads, for 
their own selfish ends, do not wish to spend their share of the viaduct cost.  So they 
chose to block a public improvement for all the people – an improvement so badly 
needed that it is really a public emergency. In this autocratic, un-American stand they 
are bound to lose, for it is the people who have the vote – not the great corporations,” 
the statement concludes. 

----- ---- -----  
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Columbus Evening Dispatch – November 6, 1927 
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Columbus Evening Dispatch – November 6, 1927 
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Columbus Evening Dispatch – November 6, 1927 
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Columbus Evening Dispatch – June 16, 1930 
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